
Property Development – Next Steps Endorsed 

At the parish AGM on Sunday 8 December, proposals were agreed to move ahead with the next 
steps on the development of the St Christopher’s complex and related decisions.  The purpose of 
this note is to summarise the discussion that occurred. 

The AGM heard presentations from Digby, and from our architect: Auckland-based John McCLean, 
BSM Group Architects and also a Baptist pastor currently worshipping at St George’s Anglican in 
Epsom, who has now designed dozens of church complexes around Aotearoa NZ.  Key points 
made, including in response to questions that followed are: 

The Process 
• Parish Property is owned and controlled neither by parishioners nor by the diocese but by 

an independent Tawa “Parish Property Parochial Trust”.  That is the decision-making body, 
but it obviously seeks to work in partnership with the parish. 

• The parish plant is very tired and whatever happens, hundreds of thousands of dollars 
must now be spent on deferred maintenance, for example on roof reconstruction.  The 
hall, which was described in 1976 (!!) as well beyond its use-by date is full of asbestos and 
has to go. 

• The opportunity therefore exists to grasp the moment and create a fit-for-purpose facility 
that will serve parish and wider communities for decades to come. 

• Funds were raised earlier in the year to enable very preliminary floor plans to be 
developed, to illustrate what might be possible.  This design was presented and explained 
by John and it was clearly emphasised that these drawings are preliminary and indicative of 
concept only. 

• No decisions have been taken on any aspects of the design, but funds released by the Trust 
(circa $50,000) will enable more detailed work to begin.  They also make possible the 
beginning of a process of progressive iterations in consultation with the parish. 

• Questions, comments and design suggestions are welcomed from all as we move through 
2020.  Tony Hassed has agreed to act as a ‘post box’ for such correspondence, passing 
ideas and questions on to John and the Development Committee. 
 

[As previously advised, the Development is being overseen by a committee that is mostly a 
joint working group of Vestry and the Trust:  
Vestry Members are Digby Wilkinson, Phil McCarthy, Vicky Perris, Allan Pledger 
Trust Members: Bob Simpson, Rosemary Escott, Dave Parsons, Heather Davidson and 
Shaun McHale 
Others: Tony Hassed, Sally Simpson] 

 

The Vision 
• The current generation has benefitted from the commitment and hard work of those who 

came before us.  It is now time for us to do the same for those who come after. 

• Three key principles have guided the initial work: 
o To provide a facility that will benefit the whole community, enabling Tawa 

Anglicans to be more visible, open and welcoming to the Tawa community we are 
called to serve. 

o To provide more attractive, pleasant-to-be-in, and better-connected facilities that 
work better for everyone. 

o To enhance and upgrade our worship space. 
 



St Peter’s 
• The Parish can no longer afford the costs involved in maintaining St Peter’s in addition to 

the St C’s complex.  Irrespective of decisions made in respect of the development 
proposals, St Peter’s needs to be disposed of. 

• The need to provide a worship space conducive to a more formal prayer-book service, and 
to maintain the wairua of the current 8:30am service has been recognised.  The inclusion 
of the ‘St Peter’s Chapel’ in the new design reflects that intent. 

• Following intervention from the floor, the motions were amended to ensure that funds 
released by the sale of St Peter’s would be used to secure the construction of a chapel, 
whatever else happened on the development proposals. 

Costs and Fundraising 
• No firm costings have yet, indeed can yet, be completed.  However, as a rough order of 

magnitude only, the redevelopment proposals may cost around $2.5 - $3m, with St Peter’s 
likely to sell in the $700k - $1m range. 

• John advised that his experience of similar projects suggests that a parish of our size should 
be able to raise this level of funding. 

• A Fundraising Plan will be developed during 2020 in tandem with a budget for the re-
development. 

• Design of the facilities is intended to create a facility more attractive to outside groups and 
significantly increase the annual income from external use of the facilities. 

• It would be possible to complete the development in stages, if it were felt inadvisable to 
commit to complete the entire re-development in one hit. 

Matters of Detail: 
• If all current facilities at the Lyndhurst Road site were to be demolished, including the 

church/auditorium, costs would rise significantly.  The existing auditorium space is in need 
of refurbishment and reorientation, but it is compliant with code, structurally sound, 
capable of holding 250 people and, in John’s view, should be retained. 

• John is investigating a proposal to raise the roof line over the south-eastern corner (current 
band, new altar) to increase height and light at the focal point. 
 

Decisions: 
• The following motions were overwhelmingly supported by the AGM: 

Motion #5 (amended from floor) 
“This AGM endorses in principle the proposals of the Tawa Linden Parochial Property Trust to 
redevelop the parish plant, and agrees to request the Trust, in conjunction with Vestry, to commit 
to a redevelopment project, incorporating the following: 

• to begin in 2020 

• Agreement in principle to the re-design concept present to this meeting by John McClean 

• Regular parish meetings during 2020 to consider progress and detailed design options 

• Development of a project budget as information permits and an associated fundraising 
plan 

• Removal of the Pohutukawas outside St Christopher’s Church. 

• The closure of St Peter’s as a worship centre to proceed, with the funds released to 
contribute to the re-development incorporating a chapel for the replacement of the St 
Peter’s church” 
 

Moved: Phil McCarthy   Seconded: Digby Wilkinson   Carried 


